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COURT PREPARATION AND TESTIFYING 
 
Basic Information 
Child’s Name 
CASA Advocate 
Child’s Attorney 
DCFS Case Worker 
 
Placement 

 Where is the child living?     

 Is this a certified foster care home?  

 Is this a group home? If the home is not local, be prepared with answers about the 
credentials of staff and administrators.  

 If the home is not certified, why not? 

 Is this foster home willing to adopt?  

 If not, why not? 

 Be prepared with records for home visits/ contacts/ phone calls (dates/ times). 

 Any special needs? 
 
Parents 

 Where is the mother/father? 

 Is visitation arranged? 

 What resources are in place by the department to help parents to gain or prepare for 
reunification? 

 What serves are provided by the department for foster parents when they become over 
whelmed in caring for our children? 

 
Siblings 

 How many siblings are there? 

 Where are the sibling(s)? How old are they? 

 Is there currently visitation/contact with sibling(s)? (Be prepared with current records of 
dates/times.) 

 If not, why not? 
 

Relatives 

 What are the names of relatives (mother’s and father’s family) who are willing to care 
for child/or adopt children in state or out of state? 

 What contact has been made to these individuals? (Examples include letters, phone or 
personal visits; be sure to keep current documentation of dates, times and who you 
spoke to mother/father’s side.) 

 What was their response? 
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Child’s Health 

 Has there been a recent physical checkup of the child? (Document when it was 
scheduled, with whom, dates and times in writing as proof.) Results? 

 Dental checkup? Results? 

 Vision and hearing checkups? Results?  

 Any special needs? 

 Who are the doctors providing care? 

 Does the child have mental or psychological conditions? (If receiving therapy, document 
with whom, when, where, why and duration.) 

 Do you have legal papers (proof)?  
 

Child’s Education 

 Is the child in school or daycare? 

 If the child is daycare, are the staff and administrators credentialed?  

 What school are they attending? What grade are they in? What system is the school 
using if not local? (Document all contact/visits with the school, including 
phone/personal visits, dates and times) 

 If the child is not in school or daycare, why not? 

 How is the child doing in school? 

 What are their grades (show current report cards)?  

 How are they performing in math, reading, English, and social studies?  

 Are there any behavioral issues? 

 Do they have an IEP? Is it up-to-date? 

 If they don’t have an IEP, do they need one? 

 Are there any special needs? 

 If grades are low what type of assistance are you asking of the school to help this child 
to improve these low scores? Examples: 

 Tutoring,  individual/smaller class setting, after school help 

 Personal conversation with child (as you would have with your child) 

 Speak to teachers/counselors and administrations to get help for child 

 What are the child’s future goals and desires? 
 
 
The most important thing to remember is document, document, document. Not only will this 
provide proof to the court, but it helps you to be better prepared and succinct when answering 
detailed questions on the who, what, when, and where of your advocacy.  
 


